Relative amounts of 1-O-alkyl- and 1-acyl-2-acetyl-sn-glycero-3-phosphocholine in stimulated endothelial cells.
The specific precursor for platelet-activating factor, 1-O-alkyl-2-acyl-sn-glycero-3-phosphocholine, constitutes 10 per cent of the 1-radyl-2-acyl-sn-glycero-3-phosphocholines in endothelial cells. Stimulation of endothelial cells results in accumulation of PAF and its sn-1-acyl- analog (acylPAF), with acylPAF the predominant product. Mass spectrometry confirmed these relative amounts and confirmed that stimulated endothelial cells accumulate 1-3 ng PAF per million cells. These data suggest that stimulated endothelial cells accumulate both PAF and acylPAF and that the PAF synthetic pathway in endothelial cells is not highly selective for the specific PAF precursor (1-O-alkyl-2-acyl-sn-glycero-3-phosphocholine).